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OLD QUAKER HOMESTEAD IN

A CHARM

ING MODERN GUISE

Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock Needed No Architect When She
Made Over the Titus House at Westbury, L. 1.=
Gardens Created by Miss Eustis

ESTBURY, L. 1., made known
W all over the world In con-
nectlon with the Meadow

Brook Club and the polo
contests, presents in its fourth half
century cycle Interesting contrasts to
some of its former characteristics.
Stone roads have replaced the connect-
Ing lanes and dirt roads of old, and
over them passes a constant proces-
glon of autos and thoroughbred horses,
in a countryside noted for its harsh
judgment half a century ago upon the
young Quakers who slyly enjoyed the
tepting of horses sold at a vendue—the

The present road leading past the
Hitchcock house wase described in old
deeds in 1750 as “the Bridle path,” not
a bad name for the old lane now, for
men, women and children are oftener
seen here on horseback than autos,
Thia bridle path was used as a high-
way until the Jericho turnpike, Into
which It leads, came into existence. The
other entrance was east of the Great
Pond, and there connected with what
are now the John Morris, Kelkeey and
Phipps estates, ending at what was
known as Dingly lane. At that time
there was a school house standing on
the northerly side on what ds the
present Phipps estate, and when the
bridle path was closed by the trwn

would shelter, Delighted with the win-
dow doors of quaint corner closets she
repeated the design in the casement
windows of the reconstruction. Whether
she inherited a talent for architecture
from an old ancestor who was one of
the architects of the Louvre or whether
it was a special gift she planned wisely
and with taste both the changes iIn
the body of the house and in the re-
arrangement of the interior.

Bome of the changes have been made
a second time. For instance, a larger
dining room being needed the billiard
room was taken for the purpose, &
handsome panelled partition cutting
off the quaint old stairway and giving

Mrs. Hitchcock's aunt, Miss Eustis, &

only recognized excitement for the
“quiet people.”

There is delightful individuality about
some of the houses, notably those which
have been reconstructed and added to
without obliterating entirely the dig-
nified old Colonial lines. One of these
fs the Thomas Hitchcock house, for-
merly the Titus homestead, The orig-
inal grant of Broad Hollow Farm, com-
prising thirty acres, was mad~ to Ed-
mund Titus in 1664, and the small
pond of the present day was Jong ago a
boundary mark known as the Great
Pond.

Part of Drawing: VPoom

authorities “a right of way was for-
ever reserved for children, to pass and
repass at will along its length.”

From one generation to another of
the Titus family the estate descended
until sold to Thomas Hitchcock. Then
there developed from severe Quaker
simplicity the present embodiment of an
attractive English homestead. The
house, with east and west wings of
goodly size, exhibits artistic lines and
charming simplicity, Mrs. Hitchcock
needed no architect to direct the
changes she desired to make in the
house to render it suited to the life it

private stairway to her suite of apart-
ments.

While Mrs, Hitchcock was busy with
the reconstruction of the house Miss
Eustis was creating gardens and showead
herself fully as practical in her plans

James M Willcox.

LMOST every month of every
year brings a report of the dis-
covery In some distant part of
the world of a new paper-

making material which is expected to
take the place of wood pulp, the supply
of which is sald to be -decreasing to
an alarming extent In all regions
where” . pulp produclng trees grow.
The latest of these discoverles has
been -Mmade in Uganda, Africa, and
the Imperial Institute of London de-
scribes In a report on the subject a
series of experiments made with this
new material, which is known as ele-’
phant grass,
The marshlands of tropical Africa
are thickly  covered with this grass,
which grows to a height of from six
to ten feet and has proved a source of
trouble and expense to agriculturlets,
as It grows rapidly after the shoots
, above ground have been burned or cut
“down. A sample of dried mature ele-
hant grass was sent recently from
anda to the Imperial Institute with
the object of ascertalning its suitability
for the manufacture of paper.
The consignment, which weighed 177
pounds when recelved and 146 after
belng alr dried, 18 sald to have ylelded
after treatment in the laboratories a
pulp of good color composed of ultimate
fibres rather longer than those of es-
parto grass and about the same length
. a8 those of bamboo pulp. It furnished
:ﬁ'. fairly good paper which the Hritish

(L

experts expect to be able to improve
r0 as to make of this material a wult-
tble and profitable substitute for wood
pulp.

But papermakers have learned, ever
since wood pulp was first used In their
plants, to be rather sceptical regarding
reported discoveries of substitute raw
materials, The use of wood pulp for
the manufacture of paper is of com-
parative recent orlgin, as its commer-
cial application as a raw material for
thie purpose dates from about 1869.
But long before the first cry of com.
servation was heard and the first pro-
tests made against the devastation of
forests men had been engaged in the
gearch for a new raw material. An
important American corporation has
for years employed experts in an ef-
fort to discover a suitable method for
making paper pulp of banana stalke.
A large mill is now being constructed
at Tleling, in Manchuria, where Japa-
nese experts expect to use millet as a
raw material. Papyrus plants of nat-
ural growth were recently discovered in
the bed of a creek in Lake county,
California, and a revolution in the pa-
permaking industry was promised, but
nothing has been heard of it since.

It has long been known that excel-
lent paper can be made from sugar
cane fitre, but the process haa been
found to be impracticable for many
reasons, The United States Consul at
Santlago, Cuba, announced recently
that a large plant was being constructed
at Preston, on Nipe Bay, to ecarry out
practical tests with the sugar cane fibre,
It war arserted that this fibre could be
made into paper at a considerably lower
cost than wood pulp, but nothing fur-
ther has been heard on the subject.

Colorado came to the front some time
ago with the announc: ment that pinon
wood, which grows in abundance In that
State, could be made to supply wood
pulp and John Fitzgerald, supervisor of
|the National Plke Forest, was quoted
|as stating that the Government was
| planning to erect mills for the manu-
facture of paper with this new mate-
rial, What became of pinon wood pulp?

New Mexico soon followed with the
report that bear grass, which grows
luxuriantly on the southwest prairies
and with less rain than any other plant,
had been found to be suitable for the
manufacture of paper, but that was the
last heard about it and another “revo-
lution in' the industry” falled. Similar
“discoverles” are constantly belng re-
ported and a hundred others could be
mentloned without difMiculty, all of
which appear to have falled to "make
good."”

The scarcity of pulp wood appears,
however, to have been greatly exag-
gerated. The problem may be solved,
according to good authorlties, without
the discovery of substitute material by
the preservation of forests in wood
producing States, This Important ques-
tion has aroused conslderable interest
in the United Btates during recent years
and decisive steps have been taken by
the Government for the reforestation
of devastated areas and the protection
of standing forests.

It has been shown that to supply a
mill having an output of 300 tons of
newspaper a week. 2,600 acres planted
with spruce and hard woods would be
sufficient to give the wood pulp nec-
essary for one year. If the total for-
est areas was 100,000 acres the timber
avallable would he suficlent for forty
years supply. During that period. the

spruce would largely reproduce itself,

80 that by progressive and careful man-

as her niece.
rich soil, she chose as the foundation
for her garden plan that useful par.
of the estate where pigs had been
quartered, and the result has surely
vindicated her choice. The growth of
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everything is phenomenal. Over an area
of 90 by 100 feet forty cartloads of soll
from the bed of an old pond was spread.
This was lald out from a circle in the

cntre. walks radiating from it. The
walks were made to ehow a strong note

of blue and green by masses of peri-
winkle bordering them, while a hedge
of Pyrus japonica was a flaming herald
of spring, with its lovely bloom and
follage. Numberless pans of the frult
are yearly given to a thrifty house-
keeper on the estate, who gets such
returns as dozens of jare of jam for her
storeroom.

Over the wicket entrance of the gar-
den is a pergola, in season frelghted
with the flowere of a mauve wistaria,
the blooms of unusual length. Miss
Eustis believes in the drapery of flower-
ing vines as a striking and effective
note of decoration, and besides the
wistarias many varieties of roses and
the Akebia quinato are in glorious evl-
dence,

Like the visible spirit of the garden
stande in its centre a lovely statue of
a slender girlish figure once owned by
a Queen of Naples, When it was res-
cued from the Tiber Mrs. George B.
Tustis, then in Rome, bought It for
her father, W. W. Corcoran of Wash-
ineton, and It later came to Mrs, Hitch-
cock, who shrined it in the garden.

The influence of many llves i seen
both within and without the house, and
curiously does not make a discordant
note,  In a quaint little china closet

South Africa Has Just Added Elephant Grass to the Long List of
Suggested Materials for Paper Making

agement of the forest an area of 100,-
000 acres should afford a perpetual sup-
ply to a mill of the capacRhy glven.
These figures are those of three of the
most widely known authorities on pa-
permaking in the world, C. F, Cross, E.
J. Bevan and R, W. Sindall.

The problem has also been studied by
Gifford Pinchot, the forestry expert, and

and facts would indicate that there is no
apparent danger of either the pulp or
the paper Industry being deprived of the
sources of raw material, and we can
therefore afford to await patiently the
discovery of a new raw material which
will actually prove avallable as a substi-
tute for wood. It is nevertheless cer-
tain that such a discovery would really

ably that established by James M, Will-
cox, who flourished about 1730. The old
mill still stands to-day in a picturesque
and fertile valley of Pennsylvania. The
interesting story of this pioneer of
what is to-day one of the leading in-
dustries of America is contained in the
records of the American Catholic His-
torical Soclety of Philadelphia, prepared

the valuable and elaborate experiments
he has carried out on the subject of the
growth of spruce are of special Interest,
A large area of forest land was carefully
examined as to the nature of timber, its
condition and its growth, Mr. Pinchot's
experiments enabled him to figure the
exact amount of timber which could be
cut from the forest and the number of
years which would elapse before an
equal quantity of timber could be cut
from the same area., This is best iliua-
trated as follows:

The case studled was that of a man
owning 100,000 acres, ylelding an av-
erage of seven cords per acre of spruce
ten inches or more in dlameter, and the
problem was to ascertaln how much the
owner could cut annually if he wished
to obtain a sustained annual yleld, and
how soon he could return to the portion
cut over the first year and cut the same
amount of timber of about the same dl-
ameter limit as at first. Mr, Pinchot
prepared tables showing that the total
amount of wood with a diameter limit
of ten Inches to be 700,000 cords, while
the same yleld of pulp wood could be
obtalned after thirty-seven years, The
area to be operated annually would be
the thirty-seventh part of 100,000, or
2,700 acres, while the annual cut of
wood would be the thirty-seventh part
of 700,000, or 19,000 cords.

A brief examination of these figures

The Firsd Paper Making AMechitne-

mean a complete revolution in the pa-
per industry and would add an import-
ant chapter to the already wonderful
story of the making of paper.

The discovery of the art of making
paper has heen credited to many men
of many nationalities. It has, however,
heen established beyond a doubt that
it originated in the Orient,

The Hindus and the Arabs learned
it from the Chinese. The Arabs, invad-
Ing Spaln, brought the art with them
and little by little Europe learned from
Asla and from Africa how paper was
made, Balley Willils of the United
Btates Geological Burvey has gathered
in his travels through China some in-
teresting documents showing how paper
was made there many centuries ago.

One of these documents is a photo-
graph taken by him of a double trip
hammer used In many parts of the
Celestial Empire and which (s still
being used in some places for making
paper from bamboo stalks. The Chinese
papermaker's outfit consisted of several
tanks where the bamboo was rotted with
water, a trip hammer run by an under-
shot water wheel, a tray on which the
pulp was dried and dyed, resulting at
length In strong wrapping paper,

In the United Btates the history of
papermaking does not cover more than
200 years. The first paper mill was prob-

| making of paper,
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jamin Franklin, who was at that time
operating a printing office in Philadel-

phia,

In 1776, when the war made impos-
sible the importation of forelgn paper,
Congress realized the necessity of keep-
Ing In operation the paper mills in the
vicinity of Philadelphia, which produced
nearly one-half of all the paper made
in the Colonles, and resolved, “That the
paper makers in Pennsylvania be de-
tained from proceeding with their asso-
ciates to New Jersey." A month later
the Pennsylvania Councll of Bafety con-
firmed and gave effect to the resolution
of Congress.

As Illustrating the Importance of the
manufacture of paper in those days and
the limited mumber of manufacturers
engaged In che business, the experience
of Nathan Sellers in May, 1776, may be
told, Nathan Sellers was an expert in
the manufacture of moulds used in the
and while he was
serving in the patriot army the paper
makers experienced so much difficulty
in obtaining proper moulds that a peti-
‘tion was addresscd to Congress praying

“that Nathan S8cllers be ordered to re-
turn from service to make the proper,
| sultable moulds for carrying on the pa-
per manufactory."” This petitlon re-
| celved favorable actlon.

‘ The Willcox mill made the first bills
containing water marks for the State of
Pennsylvania and also manufactured
paper for the currency of several other

' Colonies. Years later paper for the cur-
| rency of the Confederation of States
was made at c(he same establishment,
and It wag to the old Ivy mills also that
the Government applied In 1812, It was
at the latter period that a dlstinctive
paper with colored silk threads woven
through it was made for the Govern-
ment's use,

The first machine for grinding wood

ThAe THhos MitcAcock House af G/estbury, L.]

there are many pleces vith
imperial N of the great Nuapwweon, In
the drawing room of soft neutral ool
ors, on the high, old Colonial muantl
are a Sevres clock and cindelabira, nd
facing them behind the great divan are
Sevres vases of royal blue on brasa
mountings, and seemingly not a whit
misplaced.

There are many bits of family his-
tory told in divers ways. One whicl
epecially attractlve is the portrait of
the grandmother of Miss Eustis, who
was Celeste Durald, nee PPerrault, Mis
Perrault Is a very youthful personioce
in her portrait and does not look «.on
the sixteen yearssh- numbered, but sl
was painted holding in her hand a i+
ter addressed to her father and con-
tuining an offer of marriage from h.r
lover. This letter was confided to the
care of an Indian messenger, and w
enclogsed In a copper receptacle mo!»
by the lover, Valerien Allain, the c.p-
per inlald with gold.

There are many family portraits,
with each goes a story of interest .
nected with notable times and pe g
The strong note of the prerent das
given in Mr, Hitcheock's library, whore
cups and pictures of fine pedigr 1
horses declare the household to L

and

]..f sporting record.

f cotton helped to popularize the e
of many articles made of paper. Tl
result was an equally marked advance
in paper prices.

Paper machines used from 1370 1
1885 produced paper at what was !lon
regarded as the tremendous speed of 110
feet a minute on machines of a ni v
mum width of from B6 to 90 in
Many modern high speed machin: r
now running night and day on 1nows
paper at almost five times that ) .

Honesty in Prisoners

ECENTLY a visitor to the T 1'a
in this city dropped $140, an/ 1!-
though he was pretty sur: w
he had lost the money he gave up
of getting it again. Besides, there v !
repugnance to telling how carcl
had been when the very surroun
should have enjoined caution upon
Strange to relate, a prisoner foun
money and duly handed it in ¢
warden. Seems an odd thing to many,
but it is by no means unpreced: o
Once durlng a visit to Sing =
Manhattan politician In an experin.
mood left his gold watch and chain
a work bench in one of the bulll
where convicts were engaged in f:
work. He kept a sharp eye out,
didn't propose to lose his watch, w 1
aad been presented to him by admirin:
assoclates of a ward club of whic! }
had been president. After ten mirn s
the politiclan returned and could
find his watch. He had noticed s
convicts passing In and out, one of 1!
passing quite near him. He comp!l |
of his loss to the head keeper, The
victs were lined up. One of them
man who passed close, grinned,
you looking Lor your watch?"' he a
“I certainly am,” sald the pall 1
severely. “It's in your pocket” =
was, The man who passed close N i
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by a direct descendant of the original
American papermaker.

The exact date of the opening of the
old Willcox mill is unknown, although
it appears that James M. Willcox pald
taxes in the town of Concord, Pa., as
early as 1726. From its establishment
until 1775 little Is known of the opera-
tions of the mill, but at the latter date
the first paper for Continental currency
was manufactured, and here too was
made some of the paper used by Ben-

JAe Mira? Americen Paper Miill

into pulp was Invented In Germany In
1844, but it was In the United Btates
that sulphite fibre waa first used in 1867,
resulting in the productlon, very much
more cheaply than previously, of a
strong cellulose fibre from spruce wood.

The American paper trade began its
real development about the year 1850,
and its progress since that date has
never been interrupted. New and wider
machines soon replaced the old narrow

nnes, and the rapld advances In prices

it there.

He was a clever pick|
He enjoyed the laugh, and then

“If it had only been gold." Th i
ticlan retorted that It was gol!
“Oh, no It isn't," said the «

"But It was given to me by m:

It Is an expensive watch.” The t
grinned again. “I know the clu! !
he, “and I know the man they gu ’
money to buy (t. He's up hen

He bought a pretty good watch— | ¥
gkood one—but it's plated.”




